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� he heart is an international symbol of love, hope 

and Variety – The Children’s Charity.  It is only 
fitting that we use it for our signature fundraiser the 
Golden Heart Campaign. Our annual campaign 
features a commemorative pin which is available 
between November and March for $2.  Proceeds from 
the fundraiser aid us in achieving our mission:  “…to 
provide lifesaving and life-enriching assistance to 
children challenged by physical disability, poverty, 
abuse and neglect.  Through grants, scholarships, 
outreach programs, cultural enrichment programs and 
other donations, Variety is able to support programs 
that mean for children the difference between a life 
worth living and no life at all.”   
 
Board member Marsha Rae Ratcliff of Great Britain 
designed the original heart based on her children’s 
book in 1991.  With the addition of Board member 
Clark Woods in 1999 we began a partnership with the 
motion picture industry.   Our most recent hearts have 
featured Mickey Mouse, Shrek, E.T. and Spider Man.  
 
Our 2006-2007 heart is based on “Eragon” a 
Twentieth Century Fox production.  More than 2,000 
movie theatres throughout the United States will sell 
these Eragon pins, display promotional posters, 
counter cards, in-theatre slides, film trailers and other 
material to assist our fundraising efforts. 
 
“Wear your heart on your sleeve to show you       
                       care for Kids” 
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2007 ELECTIONS        
If you are interested in  
becoming a board member  
contact the office for  
additional information.  Our  
next will be February 20th. 

 
2006 LIGHT OF HOPE  
           AWARD 
Thank you to the Aldine  
Y.O.U.T.H., Inc. for awarding  
us with this prestigious honor.  
 
RANDALL ’S REMARKABLE        

                    CARD  
Join our partnership with  
Randall’s by designating  
Variety (No. 6762) as a  
recipient of proceeds from use  
of your Remarkable Card.   
Visit any Randall’s Courtesy  
Booth for details. 
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Brad & Lindsay Lidge Variety 
Compassion Fund 

 

Neonatal Rehabilitation Fund 
 

Fred Astaire Dance Studio 
Mobility Program 

 

Ford Sunshine Coach Program 
 

Variety Limb Bank 
 

Variety@Work 
�

1415 N. Loop West, Suite 215, Houston, Texas 77008   
Phone:  713-426-KIDS (5437)       Fax:  713-344-1076 

www.varietyclubhouston.org 
VarietyChildren@aol.com 

If you would like to get involved 
or become a volunteer, please contact us. 
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�  father-daughter duet, a Brazilian 

dance group, and a singing cowboy 
dressed in lights were just a few of the 
performers featured at our annual Roex 
Variety Celebrity Revue.  With a line-
up this diverse our audience was sure 
to find a performance they enjoyed.   
 
Our extraordinary host, Wash Allen, 
kept the show moving between 
performances by  local attorney 
Waverly R. Nolley and his daughter 
Leslie; the Brazilian Arts Foundation 
Dance Group; “Australia’s Electric 
Horseman”, Greg Anderson; Las 
Vegas Tap Maestro, Lindell Blake; 
The Fred Astaire Dancers; Violinist 
and Vocalist, Omar Lopez; Pop 
Vocalist, T. Lopez and the Texas 
Southern University Jazz Ensemble.  
 
“Australia’s Electric Horseman”, Greg 
Anderson was the highlight  of the 
 

  

night.  Dressed in a suit adorned with 
lights, Anderson dazzled the crowd 
with his singing ability, horsemanship 
and whip tricks. Thank you to all 
participants that assisted with his tricks.  
They were two very brave gentlemen.  
Anderson may have been our most 
distinctive entertainer but all of our 
performers were truly excellent. 
 
Our gala was a night to remember 
because of our hard working sponsors, 
board members, volunteers, and 
entertainers.  A special thank you to 
Rodney Burreson, President of Roex, 
Inc.; City Councilman Peter Brown and 
Fred Cuellar, President of Diamond 
Cutters International. 
 
 

���������	��� �

�

� ast May Variety hosted the “2006 

Cinderella Awards Luncheon & Fashion 
Show.”  At this event we recognized 
Marion Luna Brem, President and CEO 
of Love Chrysler, Inc.; Maria Marin, 
motivational trainer; Dr. Margaret 
Fincher Ford, President of the Houston 
Community College Northeast; Beth 
Wolff, founder of Beth Wolff Realtors; 
and the Honorable Martha Wong.  We 
hope our honorees stories of success in 
the face of adversity will help our 
children to realize no goal is 
unattainable. 
  
We also understand the importance of 
friends, family and mentors who show  

  

an interest in helping us to obtain our   
goals.  For that reason we felt it necessary 
to allow our honorees the opportunity to 
acknowledge their “Fair Godmother/ 
Father” who helped them to achieve their 
dreams. 
 
In true Variety tradition the afternoon 
would not have been complete without 
entertainment.  We accomplished this 
with the assistance of designers Miguel 
Rodriguez, Luluna, and LUCHO and our 
hosts Anthony Pena and Dana Tyson.      
 
A special thank you to Diamond Cutters 
International, Ferrari of Houston and 
LUCHO for donating prizes for the event.   
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NATIONAL  
SEPTEMBER 26 - 27, 2007 

PITTSBURGH, PA 
 

INTERNATIONAL  
MAY 6 – 9, 2007 

PALM SPRINGS, CA 
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� n 2006 Variety provided over 

$16,500 in school uniform vouchers 
as well as over $3,000 in Payless 
Shoes gift cards for disadvantaged 
children in the Houston area. 

ADDITIONAL  EVENTS 
ANNUAL $10,000 DONATION TO  
BEN TAUB  & LBJ HOSPITALS  

NEONATAL CENTERS’  
 

BIRDIES FOR CHARITY  
 

SCHOOL UNIFORM & SHOES  
VOUCHER PROGRAM  

 

FIRST CLUB PROGRAM  
 

NIGHT WITH THE ASTROS 
 

VARIETY OF SONG 
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 BOWL WITH THE KIDS 
 

 CINDERELLA AWARDS 
 

 TOY DRIVE 
 

 ROEX VARIETY CELEBRITY REVUE 
 



The first chapter was founded in 1927 in Pittsburgh, PA, when 
eleven men formed a civic and social club. Because they were 
all in the entertainment industry they called themselves "The 
Variety Club." On Christmas Eve the following year a baby girl 
was abandoned in the Sheridan Theatre (owned by one of the 
Variety Club members). Next to her was a package, containing 
five clean diapers. The note pinned to the package read, 
 
"Please take care of my baby. Her name is Catherine. I can no longer 
take care of her - I have eight others. My husband is out of work. She 
was born on Thanksgiving Day. I have always heard of the goodness 
of show business people and I pray you will take care of her." 
The note was signed 
"A heartbroken mother" 
 
The men of Variety "adopted" the child and named her 
Catherine Variety Sheridan. Though they found adoptive 
parents for the baby, these men provided for her physical, 
financial, and emotional needs throughout her life . . . and 
found a purpose for their organization.  
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Variety brought 800 kids, parents and 
chaperones to “A Night with the Astros.”  
Astros’ player Brad Lidge presented 
Variety with a check for $20,000. Variety 
prosthetic device recipient Luis Carbajal 
threw out the first pitch. 
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350 children enjoyed a night of bowling, 
karaoke, clowns, and face-painting.  They 
were also able to meet KPRC Channel 2 
personalities.  A special thank you to 
Sugarland Dialysis, Fehr, Grosman & 
Cox Architects for underwriting this 
event. 
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